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USBC Bowling Ball Hardness Check at World Series of Bowling 
 

Balls need to be dropped off at the check-in counter, located in South Point Bowling Plaza Squad Room, on Tuesday, 
March 10, beginning at 8:30 p.m., through Friday, March 13, at noon. Balls will be tested using the ball hardness field 
test procedure, which requires the shell to be within a temperature range of 70 to 77 degrees Fahrenheit. You will be 
notified through email or text when the test is complete, so you may pick up your bowling balls at the Bowling Ball 
Express (BBE) counter located near the elevators at the South Point Bowling Plaza.   
 
This process can take several hours, dependent on the ball’s temperature when received by USBC for inspection. Therefore, it is strongly 
encouraged to drop off all balls as early as possible, to allow ample time for inspection to be completed.  
 
Bowlers will fill out a check-in card, which will be retained by USBC, when you drop off your equipment. All balls that pass the hardness field test 
will be returned with a mill hole and identifying mark (a permanent identification mark), signifying the balls passed the hardness test and can be 
used during the USBC Masters.  
 
Any ball that is not marked to show it passed the hardness testing, will not be permitted at the USBC Masters. The USBC Masters tournament 
director will make all final decisions. 
  


