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IN 2011, BPAA and USBC came together to form International Bowling Campus (IBC) Youth. Both 
organizations had been operating youth programs, and in the interest of youth bowling, they merged 

those efforts under the leadership of Chad Murphy, Director of Youth Bowling for BPAA.

In 2014, the organization made its official separation by forming its own 501(c) 3 under IBC Youth Bowling 
Inc. and is currently doing business under International Bowling Campus Youth Development.

During the 2016-17 season, IBC Youth had 130k members.

IBC YOUTH MISSION - Provide resources and education that inspire others to provide a safe, positive and 
fun environment for athletes of all ages and skill levels.

IBC YOUTH VISION - To encourage all children to experience the enjoyment of organized bowling.
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The International Bowling Campus (IBC) Youth 
Committee is proud of the successes and 
progress of the past year. Together, we can get 
a few more kids to go bowling more often!

The IBC Youth Committee is made up of a diverse 
group of individuals who represent all of the youth 
bowling spectrum and have been working together 
to build a vision to shape A Future for the Sport.

The Mission of the Youth Development Team is 
to “Cultivate opportunities to grow youth bowling 
through services, developmental programs and 
competitions.” Through this mission, we will 
deliver on a Vision of encouraging all children 
to experience the fun of organized bowling.

With the continued partnership of USBC and 
BPAA through the International Bowling Campus 
(IBC), they are providing us the opportunity with 
their continued financial support to keep youth 
bowling moving forward, growing and turning 
our youth bowlers into lifetime bowlers.

What can you do to help grow youth 
bowling? Contact your proprietors and get 
involved locally. “Together We Can”!

This year, we continue to work with our current 
Strategic Plan: To service bowling with integrity 
in all areas through education, teamwork and 
collaboration with our partners. Above all, demonstrate 
and foster leadership within the organization at 
all levels. Let’s take a look at the products!

Membership: With the investment from USBC and 
BPAA, we were able to continue delivering a lower-cost 
national membership product for $4 to make USBC 
Youth a true National Governing Body. This allows local 
associations, and centers, the opportunity to create 
custom benefits for their youth bowlers. Junior Gold – A 
record 4,033 bowlers traveled to Detroit to compete for 
part of the $390,000 in total scholarships at the Junior 
Gold Championships. The tournament’s registration 
and trade show took place at the Suburban Collections 
Showplace, a 126,000 square-foot facility, and more 
than 10,000 people attended. The Opening Ceremony, 
held at the Eastern Michigan University Convocations 
Center, was attended by more than 6,800 people.

Youth Open: The Youth Open Championships 
hosted nearly 1,000 bowlers vying for 
more than $80,000 in scholarships. 

Pepsi Championships: The Pepsi Youth 
Championships (Pepsi Tournament) is open to all 
USBC Youth members. This continues to be the 
largest youth scholarship tournament in the country 
with more than 25,000 kids participating at the local 
level. Last season, the tournament awarded more than 
$600,000 in scholarships at the local and state levels. 

Bowler’s Ed: We continue to invest in the Bowler’s Ed 
brand, which introduces bowling to children through 
physical education classes in the schools. We delivered 
4,200 curriculum this year and, since 2005, more 
than 89,000 have been delivered to schools. Bowler’s 
Ed was visible at more than 25 events nationwide. 
The Bowler’s Ed Grant program had 54 applications 
and we awarded 40 grants in 2019, impacting 17 
states and introducing bowling to more than 100,000 
kids. High School/Middle School – Varsity high school 
bowling continues to grow with more than 60,000 
athletes in 2018-2019. In a season where overall 
participation for high school sports was down, high 
school bowling saw a 2.09% growth over the previous 
season. We focus on pushing more states toward 
varsity status and continue to support the club states. 
There are 27 Club and 22 Varsity states, plus D.C.

Collegiate: USBC Collegiate set a record with 
226-member schools and 4,046 members. During the 
season, we saw 139 tournaments and 164,552 games 
bowled. The Intercollegiate Team Championships 
and Intercollegiate Singles Championships were held 
in Dayton, Ohio, with livestreaming for qualifying 
and match play provided by BowlTV. The ITC 
and ISC finals aired on CBS Sports Network. 

USA Bowling: The USA Bowling Regional tournament 
series held 16 events across the country for the 
fourth consecutive year, with a total of 219 teams 
that consisted of 1,072 bowlers taking part in 
the event. We continued with digital coverage of 
the events, delivering more than 250,000 digital 
impressions. The USA Bowling Coaching program 
helps develop USA Bowling coaches, which makes 
it possible for the league concept to thrive. In 2019, 
we provided 53 seminars with 893 potential coaches 
in attendance. All attendees have the opportunity to 
receive their Level I USBC Coaching certification. In 
spring of 2019, we added an additional USA Bowling 
Specialist to expand our efforts in promoting the 
program. The results included 1,954 attendees to 
Blast Off events, 149 new USA league members (19% 

increase), and the accumulation of 4,352 names and 
emails of families (89% increase) who expressed 
an interest in local youth bowling opportunities.

Congratulations to our Award 
recipients for 2019-2020:

USBC Volunteer of the Year: Thomas Solimine, Sr. 
USBC Youth Ambassadors of the Year:  
Tanner Ausec & Courtney Morelli 
Alberta Crowe: Caroline Thesier 
Chuck Hall Star of Tomorrow: Ryan Gatton 
Annual Zeb Scholarship: Hannah Vaughn

USBC continues to work with the U.S. Center 
for SafeSport to ensure the safety of our young 
athletes. Visit BOWL.com/SafeSport for the 
rules and bylaws USBC has put in place.

With the 2020-2021 season approaching, big 
changes are coming to youth bowling. The decision 
to lower the maximum age from 20 to 18, with 
agreement from the Bowling Proprietors’ Association 
of America and the International Bowling Campus 
Youth Committee, will align bowling with other youth 
sports. “Over the last decade, we have made changes 
to USBC Youth programs and tournaments to provide 
a model comparable with other youth sports,” IBC 
Youth Managing Director of Youth Development Gary 
Brown said. “We moved to age-based divisions, as 
opposed to average, for events, to provide peer-
to-peer competition. Setting the maximum age for 
youth bowlers to 18 aligns us with the standard 
of other national youth sports organizations.” 

We will continue to have great exposure on 
national television with our continued partnership 
with CBS Sports Network. Continuing to see 
the success of our youth is so exciting and a 
fantastic way to promote the sport of bowling. 

If you haven’t already, we invite you to check 
out our online Youth Resource Center at BOWL.
com/YouthResourceCenter. The Resource 
Center was built to provide the tools necessary 
to build and promote youth programming.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Aaron 
Yuratovich and Irene Wilson for being wonderful 
young ambassadors for bowling and to the entire 
youth committee, thank you all for your passion, 
dedication and time with the IBC Youth Committee.

#MoreKidsBowling #AFutureForTheSport

The Pepsi USBC Youth Championships is a nationwide tournament open to all 
United States Bowling Congress Youth members.

The Pepsi starts at the league level and must take place between October and 
February, and there is no entry fee at this level for youth bowlers. Centers with 
certified USBC Youth leagues are automatic qualifying sites. 

Bowlers can advance through a combination of league, center, regional and 
state competitions – the process is determined by each state – but league-level 
and state-level competitions are required. State/zone competitions take place 
starting in March and must be completed by mid-May.

The boys and girls winners in each of the six age divisions (U8, U10, U12, U15, 
U17 and U20) at the league level advance to the state/zone competition.

In addition to the opportunity to compete against bowlers from across their state, 
USBC Youth bowlers also have the chance to win state titles and earn scholarships.

With each of the 50 states conducting events, along with competitions in Puerto 
Rico and on United States military bases in Europe, the events combined to 
award more than $650,000 in scholarships.

The Pepsi USBC Youth Championships state tournaments also serve as qualifying 
events for the Junior Gold Championships. One boy and one girl from each age 
group – U12, U15, U17 and U20 – advance to the Junior Gold Championships.

Youth bowlers can contact their youth program director to find out when their 
league will participate in the Pepsi USBC Youth Championships.

IBC YOUTH COMMITTEE MEETING  
YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT
December | Dallas

PEPSI YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS 
STARTS WITH LEAGUE-LEVEL QUALIFYING
October - May 

Melissa McDaniel,  Chair
Blair  Blumensheid
Mike Cannington

Chad Estes

Chrissie Kent
Kel ly Marl in

Taffany Shipp
 

Nadine Swee
Irene Wilson

Gary Brown, Staff  Liaison
Roger Noordhoek, Staff Liaison

UPCOMING: October - May 
PEPSI YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS

“CHANGE IS THE LAW OF LIFE, AND THOSE WHO LOOK ONLY TO THE  
PAST AND PRESENT ARE CERTAIN TO MISS THE FUTURE.” JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY
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The Robert Morris-Illinois women fought back from an 0-2 deficit in the best-of-five 
title match, and Webber International’s senior anchor helped his team sweep to the 
title at the 2019 Intercollegiate Team Championships held at Poelking Lanes South 
in Dayton, Ohio.

The ITC women’s title match not only went to a deciding fifth game but came down 
to the last bowler.

Robert Morris-Illinois senior Courtney Ermisch, needing two strikes and four pins to 
give her team the title, delivered two strikes and nine pins in the 183-177 Game 5 
victory to give the Robert Morris-Illinois women’s program its second ITC title. The 
Eagles won their first title in 2014.

The Eagles were comprised of Ermisch, Mattie Brandos, Molly Brandos, Britney 
Brown, Morgan Petrin, Megan Macunovich, Danyell Chupp and Veronica Dreyfus.

In the men’s title match, Webber International snagged a 179-176 victory in Game 
1 behind senior Matt Russo’s three-strike 10th frame. It forced Lawrence Tech’s 
Kyle McGrath to double to win, and while McGrath buried the first shot, he left a 4 
pin on the second delivery.

Lawrence Tech again had a chance to shut out Webber in the final frame of Game 
2, but an open frame again opened the door for Russo, who filled 19 pins for the 
win. His strike in the final frame of Game 3 gave Webber International a 209-181 
victory and the program’s second Helmer Cup.

Along with Russo, the Warriors’ ITC team consisted of Evan Baranecky, Adam 
Glickman, Tom Hankey Jr., Brennan Haugh, Nash Medico, Maxx Tamburrino and 
Adam Zimmerman.

Hankey Jr., a freshman at Webber International, also took home the 2019 
Intercollegiate Singles Championships men’s title, while McKendree junior Breanna 
Clemmer won the women’s title.

Hankey rolled to a 245-182 victory over Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s Matt Hibbard in 
the men’s final while Clemmer beat Vanderbilt’s Jordan Newham, 226-194, in 
the title match.

The Intercollegiate Team Championships (ITC) features the top 16 men’s and 
top 16 women’s teams competing for the Kerm Helmer Cup, awarded to the 
tournament champions while the Intercollegiate Singles Championships (ISC) 
brings together the top 24 men and top 24 women to compete for individual 
national titles.

The title matches for the ITC are a best-of-five Baker format, while the ISC 
semifinals and title match are one-game total-pinfall matches.

Tom Hankey, Jr.

2019 INTERCOLLEGIATE TEAM 
CHAMPIONSHIPS RESULTS 
April 18-20 | Poelking Lanes South, Dayton, Ohio

MEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP	  
Webber International def. Lawrence Tech, 3-0 (179-176, 150-149, 209-181)

WOMEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP 
Robert Morris-Illinois def. McKendree, 3-2 (205-230, 165-177, 212-185, 217-181, 183-177)

MEN’S ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM	 
Matt Russo, Webber International (Most Valuable Player) 
Bryan Hahlen, McKendree 
Kyle McGrath, Lawrence Tech 
Josh Pate, Wisconsin-Whitewater 
Pete Vergos, Calumet

WOMEN’S ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM 
Courtney Ermisch, Robert Morris-Illinois (Most Valuable Player) 
Breanna Clemmer, McKendree 
Haley Cummings, Lindenwood 
Olivia Farwell, Duquesne 
Alexis Neuer, Delaware State

2019 INTERCOLLEGIATE SINGLES 
CHAMPIONSHIPS RESULTS 
April 16-17, 20 | Poelking Lanes South, Dayton, Ohio

MEN’S SEMIFINALS 
Matt Hibbard, Wisconsin-Milwaukee def. Daniel Hanson, Robert Morris-Illinois, 219-170 
Tom Hankey Jr., Webber International def. Kyle McGrath, Lawrence Tech, 248-175

MEN’S FINAL 
Hankey Jr. def. Hibbard, 245-182

WOMEN’S SEMIFINALS 
Breanna Clemmer, McKendree def. Sierra Kanemoto, Wichita State, 204-202 
Jordan Newham, Vanderbilt def. Karsyn Lukosius, Fairleigh Dickinson, 214-183

FINAL 
Clemmer def. Newham, 226-194

2019 INTERCOLLEGIATE TEAM  
AND SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIPS 
April 16-20
Poelking Lanes South | Dayton, Ohio

Breanna Clemmer

The Chesapeake Bay Strikers swept the U15 title match but the SDLV Strikers 
had to fight back from an early deficit to claim the U12 title at the 2019 USA 
Bowling National Championships presented by Sixlets.

The Chesapeake Bay Strikers, the Northeast Region champion, topped South 
Central Region champion USA Bowl, 3-0, in the best-of-five modified Baker 
format U15 title match.

The Strikers’ James Bennett struck out in the final frame – he struck on all five 
of his shots in the game – to give his team a 247-237 victory in the opening 
game and then delivered strikes on his first two shots in the final frame of 
Game 2 as the Strikers took a 2-0 lead with a 180-167 win.

John Banfield, who finished the team’s 300 game in qualifying, entered the 
Chesapeake Bay lineup for Game 3 and provided a spark. His strike in the third 
frame started a string of eight strikes by the Strikers, leading to a 249-207 
victory and the title.

In the opening game of the U12 title match, the Southwest Region champion 
SDLV Strikers were down 24 pins against DKJ Pro Shop, the Northeast Region 
champion, after three frames.

But Katelyn Abigania, the two-time U12 Junior Gold champion, started a string 
of three strikes for the Strikers while DKJ Pro Shop missed two single-pin 
spares, allowing the Strikers to grab a 1-0 lead with a 189-169 victory.

DKJ Pro Shop bounced back to take the next two games by scores of 189-136 
and 188-166. Kai Strothers led the charge by rolling six consecutive strikes 
over Games 2 and 3.

The Strikers won Game 4, 174-154, to force a deciding game.

Tied after six frames in Game 5, Avery Domaguin struck for SDLV only to have 
William Cunningham answer for DKJ Pro Shop. While SDLV’s Abigania and 
Elias O’Hollaren converted single-pin spares in the eighth and ninth frames, 
respectively, DKJ Pro Shop’s Ronin Rivera and Donaven Kline each had difficult 
spare attempts and could not convert.

Sebastian Huffman stepped up in the final frame needing eight pins to close out 
the match and delivered, giving the Strikers the title with a 155-144 victory in 
the deciding game.

The USA Bowling National Championships brought together the champions 
from 16 regional tournaments that had U12 and U15 divisions. The 32 teams 
bowled 15 Baker matches in qualifying to determine seeding for the double-
elimination match-play bracket. Teams bowled the best-two-of-three Baker 
matches to determine the teams for the national title matches.

2019 USA BOWLING NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS PRESENTED  
BY SIXLETS
(Best-of-five Baker matches)
Thunderbowl Lanes, Allen Park, Mich.

FINALS RESULTS	
12-and-under Division
Southwest Region SDLV Strikers (Katelyn Abigania, Avery Domaguin, Sebastian Huffman, 
Elias O’Hollaren) def. Northeast Region DKJ Pro Shop (William Cunningham, Donaven 
Kline, Ronin Rivera, Kai Strothers), 3-2

15-and-under Division
Northeast Region Chesapeake Bay Strikers (John Banfield, James Bennett, Nicholas 
Menendez, Nate Trentler, Laney Wells) def. South Central Region USA Bowl (Jacob 
Ballenger, Ellie Drescher, Ethan Gomez, Bryant Griffith, Matthew Reed), 3-0

2019 USA BOWLING NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
PRESENTED BY SIXLETS
July 11-12, 19 | Astro Lanes, Madison Heights, Mich.,  
and Thunderbowl Lanes, Allen Park, Mich.

UPCOMING: 2020 EVENT CANCELED BECAUSE OF 
COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS.

UPCOMING: 2020 EVENT CANCELED BECAUSE OF 
COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS.
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2019 BOWLING.COM YOUTH 
OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS
July 11-12, 19-21, 27-28
Sterling Lanes | Sterling Heights, Mich.

2019 BOWLING.COM 
YOUTH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS WINNERS 
JULY 11-12, 19-21, 27-28 
STERLING LANES | STERLING HEIGHTS, MICH.

U20 TEAM	  
Scratch: Storm Troopers (Gabe Alvarez, Wichita, Kan.; Brandon Bonta, Wichita, Kan.; Silas Lira, 
Valrico, Fla.; Spencer Robarge, Springfield, Mo.), 2,833 
Handicap: Team Florida (Garrison Vaughan, Clearwater, Fla.; Jesse Dixon, New Port Richey, Fla.; 
Sofia Allem, Saint Augustine, Fla.; Alexis Vlahos, Gotha, Fla.), 2,907

U20 DOUBLES 
Scratch: Ken Kloth and David Winters, Lathrup Village, Mich., 1,397 
Handicap: Bryan Foote and William Taylor, Bronson, Mich., 1,403 
Girls Scratch: Abbie Leiendecker and Allie Leiendecker, Wooster, Ohio, 1,331 
Girls Handicap: Natily Haro, Athens, Tenn., and Katharina Mente, Keller, Texas, 1,449

U20 SINGLES 
Boys Scratch: Tyrell Ingalls, Alpharetta, Ga., 770 
Boys Handicap: Kyle Johns, Jacksonville, Fla., 751 
Girls Scratch: Paige Peters, Toms River, N.J., 673 
Girls Handicap: Breanna Gibbons, Frankfort, Ind., 767

U20 ALL-EVENTS 
Boys Scratch: Tyrell Ingalls, Alpharetta, Ga., 2,208 
Boys Handicap: Maxwell Slater, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 2,161 
Girls Scratch: Kamerin Peters, Toms River, N.J., 2,070 
Girls Handicap: Breanna Gibbons, Frankfort, Ind., 2,109

U15 TEAM 
Scratch: Strikes for Show Spares for the Gold (Annalise OBryant, Ball Ground, Ga.; Hailey Triske, 
Maple Grove, Minn.; Elizabeth Coutta, Murfreesboro, Tenn.; Jaymie Burrow, Maumelle, Ark.), 2,363 
Handicap: Oxford Wildcats (Macey Strevel, Oxford, Mich.; Tommy Mace, Oxford, Mich.; Zander 
Brown, Metamora, Mich.; Jason Paslean, Oxford, Mich.), 2,772

U15 DOUBLES
Scratch: Andrew Kline and Tommy Sanfilippo, Hazlet, N.J., 1,313 
Handicap: Ryan Hierl, Freehold, N.J., and Joseph Guarnieri, Staten Island, N.Y.; Todd Martinez and 
Mallery Lyme, Casa Grande, Ariz., 1,409 
Girls Scratch: Hannah Diem, Seminole, Fla., and Sierra Calo, Riverview, Fla., 1,300 
Girls Handicap: Hannah Diem, Seminole, Fla., and Sierra Calo, Riverview, Fla., 1,369

U15 SINGLES 
Boys Scratch: Jacob Ballenger, Alpharetta, Ga., 755 
Boys Handicap: Zachary Florence, Sterling Heights, Mich., 826 
Girls Scratch: Jillian Martin, Stow, Ohio, 686 
Girls Handicap: Kimberlyn Hamlin, Ponca City, Okla., 764

U15 ALL-EVENTS
Boys Scratch: Alexander Horton, Oley, Pa., 2,045 
Boys Handicap: Jesse Dixon, New Port Richey, Fla., 2,244 
Girls Scratch: Jillian Martin, Stow, Ohio, 1,920 
Girls Handicap: Mallery Lyme, Casa Grande, Ariz., 2,209

U12 TEAM 
Scratch: Thumbs Optional 2.0 (Aidan Furukawa, Columbus, Ohio; Roman Caporale, Geneva, Ohio; 
Nicholas Maliwesky, Columbus, Ohio; Joseph Merz, Flint, Mich.), 2,349 
Handicap: EYT Phenoms (Abigail Starkey, Schaumburg, Ill.; Griffin Jordan, Sycamore, Ill., Gianna 
Brandolino, Channahon, Ill., Landin Jordan, Sycamore, Ill.), 2,744

U12 DOUBLES 
Scratch: Sebastian Huffman, Las Vegas, and Elias O’Hollaren, San Diego, 1,307 
Handicap: Eli Haro, Athens, Tenn., and Aiden Skiff, Clinton, Iowa, 1,511 
Girls Scratch: Avery Domaguin and Katelyn Abigania, San Diego, 1,102 
Girls Handicap: Natalie Dobson, Cloverdale, Ind., and Anna Sharp, Coatesville, Ind., 1,399

U12 SINGLES 
Boys Scratch: Bill Spanos, Lathrup Village, Mich., 626 
Boys Handicap: Koby Calhoun, Chicago, 748 
Girls Scratch: Katelyn Abigania, San Diego, 670 
Girls Handicap: Sophia Best, Redford, Mich., 821

U12 ALL-EVENTS 
Boys Scratch: Elias O’Hollaren, San Diego, 1,915 
Boys Handicap: Roman Caporale, Fairview, Pa., 2,193 
Girls Scratch: Gianna Brandolino, Channahon, Ill., 1,852 
Girls Handicap: Gianna Brandolino, Channahon, Ill., 2,248

U10 TEAM 
Scratch: Mini Phenoms (Haydin Smrekar, Indianapolis; Alyvia Matiasek, Lockport, Ill.; Olivia 
Brandolino, Channahon, Ill.; Carter Starkey, Carol Stream, Ill.), 1,418 
Handicap: Exclusive Elite #1 (Karter Banks, Brookfield, Ill.; Ava Lee, Flossmoor, Ill.; Winston Lee, 
Flossmoor, Ill.; Dante Gonzalez, Chicago), 2,777

U10 DOUBLES 
Scratch: Donaven Kline and Jahmid Collins, Hazlet, N.J., 971 
Handicap: Winston Lee, Flossmoor, Ill., and Dante Gonzalez, Chicago, 1,358 
Girls Scratch: Lindsay Greim, La Mesa, Calif., and Bella Castillo, Odessa, Texas, 900 
Girls Handicap: Alyvia Matiasek, Lockport, Ill., and Olivia Brandolino, Channahon, Ill., 1,386

U10 SINGLES 
Boys Scratch: Donaven Kline, Hazlet, N.J., 599 
Boys Handicap: Dante Gonzalez, Chicago, 794 
Girls Scratch: Lindsay Greim, La Mesa, Calif., 456 
Girls Handicap: Natalie Dobson, Cloverdale, Ind., 783

U10 ALL-EVENTS 
Boys Scratch: Kai Strothers, Roselle Park, N.J., 1,754 
Boys Handicap: Dante Gonzalez, Chicago, 2,253 
Girls Scratch: Bella Castillo, Odessa, Texas, 1,335 
Girls Handicap: Natalie Dobson, Cloverdale, Ind., 2,227

The 2019 Bowling.com Youth Open Championships drew 1,072 
participants and had 233 four-player teams compete in four age-based 
divisions during its run at Sterling Lanes in Sterling Heights, Michigan.

Several competitors captured multiple titles at the 2019 event, 
including Katelyn Abigania, the two-time U12 Junior Gold champion 
from San Diego who won the U12 girls scratch singles (670) and 
teamed with Avery Domaguin, also from San Diego, to win the U12 
girls scratch doubles (1,102). It was Domaguin’s third doubles title 
at the event, as she won the U12 scratch and handicap doubles title 
last year.

The U12 boys Junior Gold champion, Elias O’Hollaren of San Diego 
teamed with Sebastian Huffman of Las Vegas to win the U12 scratch 
doubles (1,307) title and O’Hollaren also won the U12 boys scratch 
all-events (1,915) title. Huffman won the scratch singles and all-
events at the 2018 event.

Abigania, Domaguin, O’Hollaren and Huffman teamed to win 
the U12 title at the 2019 USA Bowling National Championships 
presented by Sixlets.

Gianna Brandolino of Channahon, Illinois, took the U12 all-events title 
in both the scratch (1,852) and handicap (2,248) divisions.

In the U20 division, Tyrell Ingalls of Alpharetta, Georgia, led the 
369-player field to win scratch singles (770) and also took the boys 
all-events (2,208) title. Breanna Gibbons of Frankfort, Indiana, took 
home handicap titles in girls singles (767) and girls all-events (2,109).

Jillian Martin of Stow, Ohio, who bowled up a division and led the 
U20 girls in qualifying at the Junior Gold Championships, stayed in 
the U15 division at the Youth Open, taking the scratch titles in singles 
(686) and all-events (1,920). Mallery Lyme of Casa Grande, Arizona, 
won handicap titles for all-events (2,209) and in doubles (1,409) 
with Todd Martinez, also from Casa Grande.

The scratch and handicap U15 doubles titles went to Hannah Diem, 
the 2016 U12 Junior Gold champion from Seminole, Florida, and 
Sierra Calo of Riverview, Florida. The pair had a 1,300 scratch pinfall 
total and a handicap total of 1,369.

Lindsay Greim of San Diego and Donaven Kline of Hazlet, New 
Jersey, each won two scratch titles in the U10 division. Greim won 
singles (456) and teamed with Bella Castillo of Odessa, Texas, to win 

doubles (900) while Kline also won singles (599) and paired with 
Jahmid Collins of Hazlet to win doubles (971).

Natalie Dobson of Cloverdale, Indiana, won three handicap titles 
across two divisions. She won the U10 girls singles (783), the U12 
girls doubles (1,399) with Anna Sharp of Coatesville, Indiana, and the 
U10 girls all-events (2,227).

Dante Gonzalez of Chicago won four handicap titles in U10, taking 
boys singles (794), doubles (1,358) with Winston Lee of Flossmoor, 
Illinois, the team title as a member of Exclusive Elite #1, and all-
events (2,253).

Title sponsor Bowling.com awards a $100 scholarship to any 
competitor who rolls a 300 game or 800 series at the tournament 
and two bowlers managed perfect games in 2019.

Nicholas Decesaro of Kenosha, Wisconsin, opened singles with a 300 
game. He would finish ninth in U20 boys scratch singles with a 710 
pinfall total.

Trent Pektas of Volant, Pennsylvania, rolled 12 consecutive strikes 
during Game 3 of doubles on his way to a second-place finish in U20 
boys scratch all-events (2,201).

The Bowling.com Youth Open Championships is a non-qualifying 
tournament open to any United States Bowling Congress Youth 
member. The event is held in the same city as the Junior Gold 
Championships to allow youth bowlers to compete in both events.

At the Youth Open, participants bowl three games each of singles, 
doubles and four-player team with the combined scores from those 
events determining the optional all-events score. There are four 
age-based divisions – 20-and-under, 15-and-under, 12-and-under, 
10-and-under – with separate divisions for boys and girls. There also 
are optional handicap divisions in each event and age division.

UPCOMING: 2020 EVENT CANCELED BECAUSE OF 
COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS.
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The 2019 Junior Gold Championships presented by the Brands of 
Ebonite International had a record field of 4,033 participants and 
crowned eight national champions. The youth bowling tournament 
took place across eight bowling centers in the Detroit area.

Boys and girls champions were decided in four age divisions 
– 12-and-under, 15-and-under, 17-and-under, 20-and-under – 
with the three-person stepladder finals in all divisions held at 
Thunderbowl Lanes in Allen Park, Michigan.

In the U20 boys division, No. 3 seed Alec Keplinger of Coldwater, 
Michigan, overcame a 42-pin deficit in his opening match against 
Tom Hankey Jr. of Great Barrington, Massachusetts, taking a 234-
209 victory.

In the title match, against Daniel Chin of Daly City, California, 
Keplinger got just enough of the single pins he left in the fourth and 
fifth frames to take a 27-pin lead and then threw three consecutive 
strikes starting in the eighth frame on his way to a 215-182 victory 
and the title.

Taylor Davis of Burton, Michigan, struck on four of her first six shots 
in the opening match of the U20 girls stepladder finals on the way 
to a 200-169 victory over Cameron Strombeck of Durham, North 
Carolina.

Top-seed Patricia Rosales of Orlando, Florida, had just two strikes 
heading into the final frame of the title match against Davis, but kept 
a clean scoresheet. After Davis struck out in the final frame, Rosales 
struck on her first two shots to take the title with a 198-188 victory.

The U20 division had 809 boys and 440 girls.

In the opening match of the U17 girls finals, Amanda Naujokas of 
Lake Ronkonkoma, New York, the 2015 U12 girls champion, fell 
to Caroline Thesier of Mooresville, North Carolina, who rolled five 
consecutive strikes in a 219-197 victory.

In the title match against Morgan Gitlitz of Freehold, New Jersey, 
Thesier had seven consecutive strikes, and nine overall, to claim the 
title with a 265-225 victory.

In the boys division, Sidney Schroschk of Berlin, Germany, rolled to 
a 259-210 victory over Nathan Smith of Noblesville, Indiana, in the 
opening match to advance against 2015 U12 runner-up Cameron 
Hurwitz of Rochester, New York.

Hurwitz held the lead in a tight match, and when Schroschk left the 
6-8-10 in the eighth frame and could not convert, Hurwitz took the 
title with a 227-211 victory.

The U17 division, which debuted in 2019, was the largest division of 
the tournament with 868 boys and 446 girls.

Defending champion Annalise OBryant of Ball Ground, Georgia, 
delivered two strikes in the final frame against Victoria Varano of 
Stony Point, New York, to start the U15 stepladder with a 208-200 
victory.

In the title match against Isabel Tetmeyer of Ankeny, Iowa, OBryant 
had four consecutive strikes starting in the seventh frame on her 
way to a 199-185 victory and her second consecutive title.

First-time Junior Gold participant Ashton Yamasaki of Portland, 
Oregon, was in the pocket throughout his match against Brandon 
Caruso of Channahon, Illinois, but left three consecutive corner pins. 
Caruso overcame an early open frame with a string of four strikes in a 
217-199 victory.

Top-seed John Nunn of Jacksonville, Florida, opened with three 
strikes against Caruso in the title match before missing a single-pin 
spare in the fourth. Nunn, who bowls two-handed but shoots spares 
with one hand, had to pick up another single-pin spare in the final 
frame, and converted it for a 207-198 victory and the title.

The U15 division had 715 boys and 359 girls.

Katelyn Abigania of San Diego successfully defended her U12 girls 
title. She trailed Gianna Brandolino of Joliet, Illinois, by 15 pins after 
seven frames but Brandolino left a 7-10 split and Abigania stayed 
clean for a 180-174 victory.

Abigania then toppled top-seed Abby Starkey of Schaumburg, 
Illinois, 196-147, for the title.

In the boys stepladder, Elias O’Hollaren of San Diego struck early en 
route to a 200-168 victory over Braden McDonough of Coppell, Texas. 

O’Hollaren trailed top-seed Duke Knudsen of Redmond, Washington, 
but struck in the ninth and on his first two shots in the final frame to 
take the title, 211-197.

The U12 division had 262 boys and 134 girls.

The 2019 Junior Gold Championships was hosted by the city of 
Detroit and the Detroit Sports Commission. 

Competitors bowled 16 qualifying games over four days before the 
field was cut. Those advancing in the U12 division then bowled 
an additional four games to trim the field to the top eight boys and 
top eight girls for match play. For the U15, U17 and U20 divisions, 
competitors bowled an additional five games before a second cut 
was made, and those remaining bowled an additional five games to 
determine the 16 bowlers for match play.

2019 JUNIOR GOLD CHAMPIONSHIPS  
PRESENTED BY THE BRANDS OF  
EBONITE INTERNATIONAL 
July 13-20 | Detriot, Michigan

2019 JUNIOR GOLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
PRESENTED BY THE BRANDS 
OF EBONITE INTERNATIONAL
FINALS  
Thunderbowl Lanes, Allen Park, Mich.

U20 BOYS  
Semifinal: Alec Keplinger, Coldwater, Mich.,  
def. Tom Hankey Jr., Great Barrington, Mass., 234-209 
Final: Keplinger def. Daniel Chin, Daly City, Calif., 215-182

U20 GIRLS 
Semifinal: Taylor Davis, Burton, Mich.,  
def. Cameron Strombeck, Durham, N.C., 200-169 
Final: Patricia Rosales, Orlando, Fla., def. Davis, 198-188

U17 BOYS  
Semifinal: Sidney Schroschk, Berlin, Germany,  
def. Nathan Smith, Noblesville, Ind., 259-210 
Final: Cameron Hurwitz, Rochester, N.Y., def. Schroschk, 227-211

U17 GIRLS 
Semifinal: Caroline Thesier, Mooresville, N.C.,  
def. Amanda Naujokas of Lake Ronkonkoma, N.Y., 219-197 
Final: Thesier def. Morgan Gitlitz, Freehold, N.J., 265-225

U15 BOYS 
Semifinal: Brandon Caruso, Channahon, Ill.,  
def. Ashton Yamasaki, Portland, Ore., 217-199 
Final: John Nunn, Jacksonville, Fla., def. Caruso, 207-198

U15 GIRLS 
Semifinal: Annalise OBryant, Ball Ground, Ga.,  
def. Victoria Varano, Stony Point, N.Y., 208-200 
Final: OBryant def. Isabel Tetmeyer, Ankeny, Iowa, 199-185

U12 BOYS  
Semifinals: Elias O’Hollaren, San Diego,  
def. Braden McDonough, Coppell, Texas, 200-168 
Final: O’Hollaren def. Duke Knudsen, Redmond, Wash., 211-197

U12 GIRLS 
Semifinals: Katelyn Abigania, San Diego,  
def. Gianna Brandolino, Joliet, Ill., 180-174 
Final: Abigania def. Abby Starkey, Schaumburg, Ill., 196-147

JUNIOR TEAM USA SELECTIONS

BOYS 
Cerell Cardines, Las Vegas 
Daniel Chin, Daly City, Calif. 
Alec Keplinger, Coldwater, Mich. 
Anthony Neuer, Lewisburg, Pa. 
Joey Ocello, Neptune, N.J. 
Peyton Smith, Loganville, Ga.

GIRLS	  
Elise Chambers, Ocoee, Fla. 
Angelique Dalesandro, Rolling Meadows, Ill. 
Taylor Davis, Burton, Mich. 
Jillian Martin, Stow, Ohio 
Patricia Rosales, Orlando, Fla. 
Faith Welch, Savannah, Tenn.

JUNIOR TEAM USA DEVELOPMENTAL PROGRAM

BOYS	  
Angelo Biondo, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 
Cameron Hurwitz, Rochester, N.Y. 
Randal Dunbar, Milford, Maine 
John Nunn, Jacksonville, Fla.

GIRLS 
Jennifer Loredo, Fresno, Calif. 
Amanda Naujokas, Lake Ronkonkoma, N.Y. 
Annalise OBryant, Ball Ground, Ga. 
Elizabeth Coutta, Smyrna, Tenn.

UPCOMING: 2020 EVENT CANCELED BECAUSE OF 
COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS.

U12 CHAMPIONS

U17 CHAMPIONS

U20 CHAMPIONS

U15 CHAMPIONS

Katelyn Abigania

John Nunn

Cameron Hurwitz

Alec Keplinger
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Caroline Thesier

Patricia Rosales
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